MINUTES OF THE BMFA SCALE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD AT HONILEY ON 12" JUNE 2010

The meeting commenced at 1:00 pm.

Present were:
Gordon Warburton FSMAE, lan Pallister, David Knott, John Elkington and Steve Kessel

1.

. Treasurer’s Report

Apologies

Chris Allen

Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes for the meeting of 6th March 2010 were proposed by Gordon, se ed by Dave and
accepted unanimously as a true record.

Matters Arising

None

Gordon had not received the latest update from Leicester so could not report on balances,

however, he did report the following:

eld to date for this season. These, plus the Indoor

Travel Fund, this being the proceeds of the sale of some
one model to dispose of and so far Dave’s contribution

o date for this trophy. We decided to hold a brief meeting of the STC on the
August Nationals to decide on our nominee for the award.

support the idea that all contributors are remunerated equally.

The question of where the BMFA Archives should be held.
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6. Report on the ASRC Meeting of 17™" April 2010 and proposal for a Scale C award

lan attended the ASRC meeting on behalf of the STC. Regarding the proposal for a Scale C award he
reported that ASRC have emphasised that this should be a test of flying competency only and not
include any points weighting for the candidate’s abilities in scale research and craftsmanship. Current
thoughts are that the test could be based around the FAC Flying Schedule with the candidates required
to achieve a high percentage of the maximum possible score. STC would be required to provide the
ASRC with details of how we judge contest flights in order that they can put together a guide for
instructors and examiners. We may also need to offer some training for Chief Examiners. lan had
proposed that setting a minimum weight limit models to be eligible for the Scale C exam would eliminate
many of the inappropriate ARTFs. The STC believed that 4.0kg or 5.0kg would be abou
still much to debate and decide on this subject but we are now waiting for the ASRC to com
with detailed proposals. lan will keep the STC informed of progress.

7. Scale Free Flight

Competition Rules regarding Engine Capacity and Wing Loading
7.1 Wing Loading

on wing loading could be used to determine a ‘safe size limit’ for ight models. Bill's
experiments show that wing loading alone is not a good i
recommends that it is not used for this purpose. We agreed to accept on this and do not
propose to introduce a maximum limit on wing loading in the i les for the 2011 season.

7.2 Engine Capacity
The current rules limit engine capacity to 2.
the possibility that someone might choose
hindsight this is thought to be highly unlik that it prevents perfectly suitable 2.5cc
long stroke engines from being use reed that the competition rules for the 2011
season should be changed to allow e i ding 2.5cc.

is is that it was done to eliminate
ighly tuned 2.5cc engine. However, in

8. Indoor Scale Report

8.1 Indoor Scale National
lan reported on the suc oor Scale Nationals held on 25th April in the Sports hall of

event were dowr t this was more than made up for by entries on the day (receipts of £537
this year versus Spectator numbers were down with door receipts £80 less than last
year. All in all the event made a modest loss of £52. lan thanked the helpers and judges and praised

ho ran a very successful raffle.

ere have been no offers from anyone prepared to take over the organisation of the Indoor Scale Nats
m lan. He will continue to perform this task but would welcome the opportunity to stand down if
one else is prepared to take over.
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8.2 Other Indoor Events

lan discussed options for future events at RAF Digby as the licence was due for renewal. Some people
had complained that RAF Digby is not central enough but it has been difficult to find other suitable
facilities at a comparable cost. A new leisure centre at Birmingham City University had been suggested
but this was £64 per hour versus Digby at £28 per hour. This was unaffordable for an all day event with
no spectator income. lan was due to visit RAF Halton shortly and will investigate potential availability of
the Tennis Centre there. However he questioned whether it was worth trying to organise an Autumn
Indoor Scale Meeting as the Dutch were running an Interscale event at Nijmegen on 6/7 November. An
alternative might be to arrange a coach trip to participate in the Nijmegen event. lan will keep us
informed of his plans.

8.3 Formalisation of the Rules for Indoor RC Scale Competitions

lan suggested that there is now sufficient interest to justify the creation of formal
class. Up to now contests have been run using simplified F4C rules. The general f
should be kept low key. This matter will be put on the agenda for a future STC me

D |\

9. Scale Control Line Report
There was nothing to report on Control Line.
10.Scale RC Report

10.1 Team Training
Gordon and Dave reported that the Team Trai ed by windy and wet weather. A
lot of time was spent in Chris’s van putting the wo 2 was no judges’ training this
year.

10.2 Preparations for the World Champ|o
Preparations for the World Cha Ilin hand. Gordon reported that the entry
form for the FAC team had b | team member entries need to follow soon.
Sending of entry forms for F4 onsibility of the individual competitors. Pete
McDermott has confirmed that his forms for both FAC and F4G.

Dave expressed his
Manager and Competi

tisfaction with the way that the expenses for a combined Team
. It was agreed that we need a simpler, more transparent

. If not, team members will be put off from offering to take a
ill formulate a proposal for Full Council on how to fund a joint

1d we will review this at our next meeting.

: re. We agreed that after the problems of last year we must ensure that the PA
1is up to scratch for the event and that we have a commentator who can speak to the crowd in
itative and enlightening way. lan will approach suitable candidates.

eam Trials 25™-26" September 2010
The venue will be Elvington Village Hall on Saturday for the static judging and Church Fenton on
Sunday for the flying. Gordon will confirm the booking of both venues.

10.5 Merryfield Competition 4th July 2010
Dave reported that we are still short of one judge for this competition. If we cannot find someone
Chris will do the static judging alone.
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11.Report on CIAM Plenary Meeting of 16™-17" April 2010

11.1 Report by Chris Allen
Chris represented us at this meeting and has prepared a comprehensive report which has been
circulated to all STC members before this meeting. We noted Chris’ frustration with some aspects of
the decision making at the plenary but overall the outcome for the proposals made by the UK was
very positive.

11.2 Gyroscopes
As a consequence of the decision by CIAM to lift the ban on the use of gyroscopes
competitions with effect from 1* January 2011 we debated whether we should lift the b
domestic competitions. Our decision was to keep the ban in place until the en

devises ahead of competitions next year but not disadvantage others
of the way through the domestic competition season.

11.3 K Factors for Flight Judging

Following the CIAM decision to adopt an amended version of the vising the K
Factors for flight judging we debated whether or not to us that were adopted by CIAM
with immediate effect or continue to use the K Factors in the cur Rules until the end of the

year and then adopt the CIAM K Factors in the 2011
exception of the Team Trials in September.

FA Rules. ed do the latter with the

12.Trophy In Memoriam of Mike Golby
We agreed that some of the proceeds of the sale of Mike’s modelling goods should be used for the
purchase of a memorial trophy. The trop inner of Kit Scale at the Indoor Scale
Nationals. The balance of any moni

13.Newsletter

Gordon will be
further spell and

s a co-opted member of the STC next year. Dave agreed to stay on for a
e would also stand for election (currently a co-opted member). This left
e discussed other possible candidates and lan will approach them to

isional Date and Venue for next meeting
e next meeting was arranged for Saturday 2" October 2010 at Honiley.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 4:10pm.

Stephen Kessel
Secretary - Scale Technical Committee 15" June 2010
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